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Bulgenin was & political menber of the Defense Councll. Bulgenin, who

2.

3.

L,
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represented the Kremlin's politicel control, constantly interf ered in
military activities. There was alvays serious friction hetween Zhukov and -
Bulgenin, as Zhukov regemted any interference on the pars or political
people who are totally incompetent from the military point of view. This
friotion continued throughout the emtire war.

the reason for Zhukov's "disfavor” after the war was hig wide
and rieing popularity, his comcelt, and his refusal to accept Bulganin's
withority in 1946, Bulganin wes, of course, Stalinte favorite. He enjoyed
greet authority among political colleagues,but none among the military.
His appolmtment in 1546 as First Deputy and Commandeor-in=Chief of the Land
Forces, and in March, 1947, the Minister of the Arged Forces, caused a
great dissppointment ameng the combat officers but encouraged the political
vraoch of the Army considerably. .

Bulganin is a person of strong will power who is cspable of fighting for his
i views and 1dess. He iz & man of certaln convictions and Of great orgauni- '
gational talents. Bulganin is a Stalinist apnd now apparently belongs to

the Malenkov Eroup.

Bulganin (Army), Kuzpstzov (Navy) eod Zhigorov (Mr Force), are military-
politicel figures, whereas Umgshev (Navy 1951) and Yershipin (Air Force

L top~-notch milita i t8. .
G51) are top-notc ary specialiste 55X 1

Rokossov ‘Vagili Danilovich shal

spent years in NKVD Jails and camps, vhere he sutiered greatly
Tncluding the loss of all his teeth., He is nov a marshal and the military
head of Polapd. Rokossoveky will never belong to any political group, ut
will serve the Kremlin honestly. ’
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The Soviet system certainly koows how to exploit human traits to its
advantage. By subjecting its vietims at first to tortures and degradstion
and then raising them to new heights, the Soviet government feels certain
not only of their future loyalty, but of the fact that they will exhiblt
complete indifference or even some contempt toward others who have suffered
a similar punishment.

This is why Rokossovsky wien addreesing groups of officers up to the rank
of colonel assigned to the so-called Tghtrafuol® or disciplinary units
spoke as follows: "In order to redeem yourselves, you must 4o your very
best during the war and should alweys be prepared to gacrifice yourselves.
There 1g no way left for you but to either perigh or re-eatablish your-
selves in the military life. Take my example -- NKVD Jalls, concentration
camps, teeth knocked out, aud now I am a marshal. 8o could you overcoma
everything and reech new heights.” With this be gave out agsignments which
were most difficult to fulfill.

This type of sssignment was generally followed certain messures which =
assured the execution of the aesigned teskds Fring FHe greal
retreats of 1941 Rovossovsky mssigned to a plcked brigade a task of defending
certain heights which, in his opinlon, were of tremendous strateglc im-
portahce. Being a very brave officer Rokussoveky himsel? appeared on the
frontlines, talked to the officers and men of thls brigede, explaining the
importance of their assigoment and remaining with this unit until he was
convinced that it will do its Job. However, after leaving thig section he
ordered every approach to the heights completely mined which discouraged

the doomed brigade from any temptations to wlthdraw. Rovoassovsky hed
enother trait on the battle field -- he; like Zhukov -~ never hesitated to
shoot personally or to have auyone shot whoy,, i@, his. opinion ifailed thiper=
form his military duty. .

Zbnr.v, Georgi Konstaotinowich, Marshal - A most determined men who will
resort Lo any mecessary tactlics to carry out am order or attain s military
objective. Heavy personnel casuslties will never deter Zhukev from siriving

is planned objectives 25X1

Zhuke . a8 an érden‘b opponent of .the political control spparetus in the army
during the war through 1946 which cost him several yeears of his career.
Neither he, Rokossovsky, Konev, mor Malipovsky ie interested in politics,

which they don't like, but urder no circumstances will they rise against
the Soviet power, to which they owe their present:jdgh statiom, ,,| |
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